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Synopsis

Here is a gripping narrative of scientific detection that chronicles an unprecedented journey of
discovery by Dr. George Carlo into the impact of cell phones on human health. This book is a
clarion call sounding the message that consumers need not allow themselves to become guinea
pigs for new technologies whose long-term health effects are unknown. It is essential reading for the
90,000,000 Americans currently using wireless phones, and the millions who may begin using them
in the future.In 1993, as news reports appeared of people using cell phones who’d also developed
brain tumors, Carlo was hired by the cell-phone industry to affirm the safety of its product. He soon
learned there was little research into whether these phones could impair human health, and no
consensus among scientists on the question.Carlo’s own research intensified his concern,
especially the startling discovery that human blood cells could be damaged by the radiation emitted
from a cell phone. He made urgent recommendations to the industry, including a plea that cell
phones not be marketed to children. Yet, phones emblazoned with cartoon characters soon hit the
market. In 1999, the industry quit funding the independent research directed by Carlo, investigated
his private life, and began a whispering campaign that sought to discredit him. Appalled but
undeterred, he has now brought his case to the public in a powerful assessment of the dangers
posed by wireless phones -- with safeguards readers can use to protect themselves -- that is
destined to be placed alongside such classics as Silent Spring, Microbe Hunters, and The Coming

Plague.

Book Information

Hardcover: 304 pages

Publisher: Carroll & Graf Publishers; 1 edition (January 5, 2001)

Language: English

ISBN-10: 0786708182

ISBN-13: 978-0786708185

Product Dimensions: 9.3 x 6.3 x 1.2 inches

Shipping Weight: 1.4 pounds

Average Customer Review: 4.3 out of 5 starsA A See all reviewsA (17 customer reviews)

Best Sellers Rank: #1,959,905 in Books (See Top 100 in Books) #45 inA Books > Health, Fitness
& Dieting > Diseases & Physical Ailments > Cancer > Brain Cancer #1510 inA Books > Health,
Fitness & Dieting > Safety & First Aid #5899 inA Books > Computers & Technology > Networking

& Cloud Computing > Internet, Groupware, & Telecommunications



Customer Reviews

Cell phones have become an integral part of American (and increasingly the world) society. They
are ubiquitous in the business world and day-to-day life activities. The authors discuss in detail the
risks associated with cell phones, particularly those of the digital variety. They tell the all to common
tale of industry PR "spin" vs. public safety and common sense. While it may not be correct to state
that cell phones cause brain cancer, the preliminary indications and not heart warming.Thus far
clinical studies have shown:1) Cell phone radiation penetrates deep into the developing brains of
children.2) Cell phone radiation results in chromosomal damage to blood exposed to wireless phone
radio waves. There is a link between chromosome damage and brain cancer.3) Cell phone radiation
breaks down the blood brain barrier. Think of the blood brain barrier as an immune system for the
brain. As it breaks down, other environmental toxins more easily enter the brain and cause
damage.4) A number of studies showed a statistically significant correlation between brain cancer
deaths and cell phone use.5) Cell phone radiation can cause pacemakers to malfunction is they
(pacemakers) are not properly insulated from cell phones that are within 6 inches of the
pacemaker.The above are based on elaborate human, animal, and laboratory experiments that
examine the effects of cell phone radiation. The experiments in the book focus primarily on cell
phone use - when the phone is near the head. If cell phone radiation is able to penetrate the human
skull, the effects may be even more dramatic on soft tissue such as reproductive organs that may

be continuously exposed to radiation by a phone carried in a pants pocket.

Everyone needs to read this.Brief summary: in 1984, FDA allowed cell phones to be marketed w/o
any premarket testing. In 1993, when woman died of brain tumor exactly underneath where cell
phone antenna was located while she used cell phone, her husband and doctor told about the
tragedy on national TV. This led to worldwide panic.Tom Wheeler, president and chief lobbyist of
wireless trade assoc (CTIA) made an offer to the FDA. The industry would agree to fund and
conduct a large, postmarket study on the safety of cell phones, if the FDA would agree not to
regulate cell phones until this research was complete. Not having done its job back in 1984 before
allowing cell phones to be marketed, the FDA potentially had as big a problem as the industry.
Putting its own self interest before that of the public, the FDA accepted Wheelera ™s offer.Tom
Wheeler hired an epidemiologist and public health scientist named George Carlo to head the
industrya ™s $25 million dollar research program intended to reassure the public that cell phones
are safe.Carlo hired close to 200 leading scientists from around the world to perform the research

that he would oversee. In addition, he created a peer-review board chaired by Harvard University



School of Public Healtha ™s well-respected Dr. John Graham.In 1995, Carlo discovered that his
projected costs for the year were more than $6 million dollars over what the industry said was
available. Eventually Carlo would learn that the $6+ million dollars had been spent on public

relations by Wheeler.By 1996, Carlod ™s research program was running a deficit.
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